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  e Alaska Board of Game’s decision to open 
Chugach State Park to wolverine trapping is in 
response to the accidental “by-catch” of wolverines 
by trappers targeting other species, notably lynx.

Conibear traps are commonly used to catch lynx in 
Chugach State Park.  

  ere are more wolverines in the Park now than 
there were a few years ago.

  e areas opened to wolverine trapping are remote and 
inaccessible with the exception of Bird Creek, and in fact 
are on the other side of the mountains from Anchorage.

Records dating back to 1992 indicate that the Alaska Department of 
Fish & Game has no record of anyone turning in a wolverine caught 
in a lynx trap in Chugach State Park. Clearly, the original reason 
given for the BOG opening the Park to wolverine trapping is false.

Realistically, few if any Conibear traps currently are being used in 
Chugach State Park, and they have not been used in the Park for the past 
30 years. Trappers indicated that only 1- 4 percent of lynx, coyotes and 
fox are taken with Conibear traps, but 50 percent of wolverines are taken 
in those traps. Conibear wolverine traps utilize meat as the attractant, 
representing a serious threat of immediate death to any dogs in the area.

No information has been given to support this hunch. 
  e 1995 wolverine survey was done using state-of-the-art 
techniques and the area biologist believes the population is no 
higher now than in 1995.  

Proposed wolverine trapping includes Peters Creek,   underbird Creek, 
Falls Creek, Indian Creek, and upper Ship Creek.   ey are not on the other 
side of the mountains! All of these drainages are popular destinations for 
skiers and hikers with the trailheads easily accessible from Anchorage.

CONCLUSION:
The opening of Chugach State Park to wolverine trapping will cause the 
introduction of Conibear traps which represent a signifi cant threat to the 
dogs of tens of thousands of Park users.  Is this a well-advised trade-off for 
the possible benefi t of fewer than a dozen recreational trappers?


